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Hello to all and a very warm welcome to our Family Learning Centre’s mid-winder edition of the
NBC newsletter, including our reflections and highlights from a very busy term 2.

We are looking ahead to Term 3 with Connection, Kindness and Curiosity setting the tone
for welcoming our multi-cultural early years community and the positive early relationships our
educators have with the children and their families.

World Refugee Week - June 14 to June 20, 2026.

We were excited to be celebrating Refugee Week in many ways
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® : e o across our Family Learning Centre. This year marked a major
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Refugee Week

Coordinated by
Refugee Council of Australia
The Theme: "A Million Stories" in Australia, is in honour of
the uniques and personal journeys of the million refugees
who have settled here across Australia.

Globally, the theme for Refugee week focused on
"Courage".

The 2026 celebrations commemorated the historic occasion of Australia welcoming its one-
millionth refugee since World War Il.

News from the ELC Kuwiyn (Fish) room -Thevatharshini Ketheeswaran room leader
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Celebrating Refugee Week In the under 3’s room children participated in a variety of creative
experiences to celebrate the theme of Courage.

Cultural activities for this week the babies explored different colours, textures and fabrics with
curiosity and delight. Educators supported the children through gentle interactions and
conversations about the uniqueness of each of our family histories.
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Hello from the Barribin (Turtle) and Wordel

(Crabs) rooms (integrating) mixed kinder and 4
(Crabs)rooms (ntegrating) mixed kinor Welcome to
Kundergar‘ren

Kinder Teachers Sunita Lal and Tejas & Centre educators
Patricia, Sadia, Bonnie & Paw.

As Term 2 comes to an end, we would like to take this opportunity
to reflect on the wonderful learning, growth, and meaningful
experiences that have taken place in the Barribin and Wordel

room.

Thank you for your ongoing support,
partnership, and contribution to our
learning community.

We have truly enjoyed sharing Term 2
with the children and look forward to
another exciting term of learning, growth,

discovery, and exploration.
Sunita Lal (Kinder educator, Barribin
room) (s g |

Curiosity "
Over the past few weeks, the children have been explormg a range of creative
experiences, including learning how to cut, paste, and follow educator instructions.
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Connection These experiences have supported
children’s school readiness skills by encouraging them to
listen carefully, follow steps, complete tasks
independently, and feel proud of their achievements.

supporting their sense of belonging, wellbeing,
and social development.

Storytelling .....
By Patricia Wreh, Barribin room leader and

educator

During group time, Educator Paw read the Aboriginal
story "Big Rain Coming" ’
Author Katrina Germein.

In the story the land was dry
and everyone wanted rain to
come. One day it became very

waited and waited but still no
rain. Everyone and everything
was waiting for the rain and
one day the rain finally came.
Everyone and everything was happy at last.

The children sat together in a circle and listened attentively to the story. They laughed, asked
questions and shared their thoughts throughout the reading.

Educator Patricia briefly spoke about her own childhood memories of playing in the rain, which
sparked further discussion. Several children were curious and asked why they are not allowed
to play in the rain and jump in muddy puddles.

Kurrman room - (sessional) is a stand-alone kinder program. Teachers Joanne and
Joshua and
Room educators
Melba and Tegan.



https://readingaustralia.com.au/authors/katrina-germein/
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O Our Mini Kinder statues of the Kurrman room children on display!
Sees a Very popular with all the children!

Rainbow

Erie Hill

These 3 children happily spent time together as they talked about
and lined up the images of individual Kurrman children into a long
straight line.

Teacher Jo reminded the children to use ‘gentle hands’ when
playing with the Mini Kinder cutouts, as they are fragile and will
break’ if we use rough hands.

Kurrman (Seal) Kinder Reflections , by Joanne
Marriner, Kinder educator

Special events this busy term have included taking partin
the National Simulaneous Storytime (Wednesday 27 May)
reading Luna Roo: the Kangaroo Baller, and our
excursion to the Geelong Arts Centre (GPAC) to watch a
performance of “ Where Is the Green Sheep?” (Friday 29
May)

Back in the classroom we have been thinking
about math’s concepts, including when we
read the “10 Livley Lorikeets” picture book,
observing the 12 noon start for the National
Simulaneous Storytime reading Luna Roo: the
Kangaroo Baller and when we’ve played dice
games together during Sunshine Circles group
times.

We have continued to discuss colours
and rainbows in Kurrman Kinder. This
included when individual children
drew and coloured in rainbow shapes
and when we read the “Spot See’s a
Rainbow” and “Colour Dance”
picture books.
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A ND V¥isit from Tweety Bird .|

And a Message from the Family Centre and our Playgroupers

fiPlaygroup day is our favourite day of the week."

Community
hubs

U

Connect. Share. Leam.

On 12 May the Kuwyin room joined the Barribin
and Wordel rooms in the yard for a very special
visit from a very large guest, Tweety Bird!
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Each Monday and Friday from 9:30- 11 am we welcome children from 0-5 years and their
families to a fun-filled playgroup experience in our indoor / outdoor setting.

20y Welcome to Term 3 2026 _ _

;ﬁ @ .- ,@, PLAY. LEARN & CONNECT This term we’ve been busy learning

4° @Northern Bay College Family Centre Slfnshlne Circle songs with Lani each
Gate 6,25 Goldsworthy Rd, Corlo Friday and on Mondays we share stories
“ Phone 5224 9791 and songs from each other’s cultural
Join our Multicultural Playgroup Community background.
Playgroups are fun, friendly & FREE for parents with young
children 0-5 yr. Bookings not essential. See Helen for information Meanwhile as we explore the power of

BYO Hats, smiles and a healthy snack - ready for play!
® Monday Mates 9:30- 11am with Krista, Meli
® Friday Friends 8:30- 11am with Helen, NBCFC

Meli “Early Help” Parenting Programs

For more Information: Contaot Krista Ph. 0480 675 829
8Bumps to Bubs and Bubs to Tots programs conneoting young mums
(under 25 years) in their pregnancy and mm.,:g.,o.gunw, We are looking forwards to more fun and
Join us for fun, learning and friendship in a relaxed setting. activities in Term 3.
. Thursdays 10-11:30am. Bubs to Tots (birth up to 2 yrs)
also Meli, Early Help Practitioner onsite
each Monday, Wednesday and Thursday
Community Hubs programs for women
Toy Libray - Mondays & Fridays 11-12pm.
New Adult Digital Literacy - Mondays
Wyndham English classes (pre-beginners- intermediate )
See Narelle Smith Haslett to register interest for

Northern Bay College Family Centre
Contact: Helen O'Connor, Centre Coordinator
E: helen.oconnor2@education.vic.gov.au
L

play through fun, art and learning children
are working on their fine and gross motor
skills, turn taking, colours and numbers,
craftand songs !
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Come along and join the fun as we learn, play and

grow in our community together! All welcome Bienvenue TURNGIE
e r Haere M

Benvenuto

Talitali fiefia
Willkommen

Communlty Partners Wausu  nodpopownu Karibu ey duu

Welkom ¥RTdH  Hos geldiniz KaAwoopicote

Aloha Selamat datang

M e I Meli offers assistance to Bonvenidos sl iyt iamy HinrfEEG
parents, carers and their S
L s WELCOME »

children aged 0-12 years

through the Connect Up program. Kow kenainia  Boyei malamu  Velkommen
e,bio_,ﬁ n06po nokanosatb lF_F)6\)6lII]'67.[ Sveiki
i i i i i 23b0 sfoN  Tubasanyukidde
Krista Terlich, Meli, Family Services Early Help oy Kaabo FTO “heegon it
Maligayang pagdating Bula eo(‘oa?ur]eh
Worker is co-located at the Family Centre I victe wuanaus chiomimsawivi TERIG
i H Bem-vindo Aok € Dobrodosli
Drop in to see her, or by appointment, 3 x days a sl s AfoMai  Valkommen

week Wednesday, Thursday and Friday

between 9 -4 pm. Check out Meli’s website for

parenting group details

Bubs to Tots every Thursday 10 — 11:30 am with Krista from Meli
12 months - two years
Krista also facilitates Bubs to Tots brings together mothers (up to 25 years old) of children in
the 12 months to two years age group for support and education.
This program aims to bring young and new mums together, to
1 provide education to enhance children’s early development
1 promote parent and child attachment/relationships through the promotion of play
9 assist parents with managing and enjoying the toddler years.

We are excited to share Meli will facilitate the popular parenting

MeLI program Tuning Into Kids at the Family Centre in term 3 — each Tuesday
morning from 9:30-11:30. Come join us

Tuning Into Kids aims to support the you and your parenting by sharing information of child

development, skills and tools to enhance communication and connection and knowledge on

how you can support your child/ children to thrive.

Click on the link to see Tuning Into Kids and Bubs 2 Tots and other information about Meli and

Parenting Education Programs for Term 3 2026.

https://www.meli.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Term-3-2026-Parenting-Collective-

Calendar_Meli.pdf



https://www.meli.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/0520-MEL-Connect-Up-DL-FINAL-spreads.pdf
https://www.meli.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Term-3-2026-Parenting-Collective-Calendar_Meli.pdf
https://www.meli.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Term-3-2026-Parenting-Collective-Calendar_Meli.pdf
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News from Playgroup Victoria

Playgroup Its free .... join Playgroup Victoria with a
ViCtoria Family Membership.

Family Membership gives you and your child

o

everything you need to join the playgroup community and start making memories.

1 Downloadable activity booklets with themes
including Nature Play, Music Play, Art Play,
Community Connection, Messy Play and more

1 Accesstoourplayideas library, with over 100
downloadable activity sheets

9 Fullaccessto The Playgroup Toolkit —home to
the best playgroup tools and resources

1 Exclusive offers and event opportunities from our

partners

Check out this link https://www.playgroup.org.au/become-a-member/

HIPPY NEWS

We love to share HIPPY with all families with 3 year olds. The Home
Interaction Program for Parents and Youngsters (HIPPY) is a free, 2-year,
home-based education program in Australia for families with children
aged 3-5.

H l P PY HIPPY program encourages school readiness for you and your child during
the first 2 years before school. Importantly this is delivered in recognition of

you, the parent or carer being the child’s first teacher. With simple, fun and free activities, you’ll
discover how rewarding and enjoyable early learning can be — and you’ll be part of a warm,
caring community cheering you on every step of the way.

In strengthening the bond between you and your child, sparking curiosity, and celebrating every
little learning moment together. HIPPY empowers parents to be their child's first teacher
through play-based activity packs and fortnightly home visits, helping prepare children for
school and strengthening community connections.


https://www.playgroup.org.au/become-a-member/
https://www.google.com/search?q=Home+Interaction+Program+for+Parents+and+Youngsters&oq=HIPPY&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCggAEAAYsQMYgAQyCggAEAAYsQMYgAQyBwgBEAAYgAQyBwgCEAAYgAQyBwgDEAAYgAQyBwgEEAAYgAQyBwgFEAAYgAQyBwgGEAAYgAQyBwgHEC4YgAQyBwgIEAAYgAQyBwgJEAAYgATSAQkzMzkzajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBRxdGLjD6VpI&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on&ved=2ahUKEwjNpcqX54KTAxWszDgGHbAxJ9UQgK4QegYIAQgAEAY
https://www.google.com/search?q=Home+Interaction+Program+for+Parents+and+Youngsters&oq=HIPPY&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCggAEAAYsQMYgAQyCggAEAAYsQMYgAQyBwgBEAAYgAQyBwgCEAAYgAQyBwgDEAAYgAQyBwgEEAAYgAQyBwgFEAAYgAQyBwgGEAAYgAQyBwgHEC4YgAQyBwgIEAAYgAQyBwgJEAAYgATSAQkzMzkzajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBRxdGLjD6VpI&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on&ved=2ahUKEwjNpcqX54KTAxWszDgGHbAxJ9UQgK4QegYIAQgAEAY
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If this sounds

Your HIPPY leaderis  like something

Name AmiedeHoog ~°! d love to
Phone 0493 467 647 know more
Email amie.dehoog about please
meli.org.au
© g see the QR code

www.hippyaustralia.bsl.org.au H H
meli.org.au www.bsl.org.au forinformation.

i A
PHOTO Left to right Amie (HIPPY leader
Geelong ) Annie (age 3 mentor) Sadia (age
3 mentor) Joh ( age 4 mentor) and Rasha
(age 4 mentor)

Stay happy, healthy and well - it’s officially winter, which means spring is on its way!

FLC LEADERSHIP TEAM PHOTO (Left to Right) and contact phone number
<+ Toni Hanlon, FLC Manager, Phone 5224 9790
+ Lani Victoria, School Readiness Funding Coordinator, Phone 5224 9780
<+ Narelle Smith-Haslett, Community Hub Leader, Phone 5224 9783
4+ Helen O’Connor, FLC Coordinator, Phone 5224 9791



